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TEXTO

Software 'gives children a voice' 

Scientists claim to have developed the first technology of its kind to allow children with communication problems to converse better. 

'How was school today?' is software to help children with disabilities such as cerebral palsy communicate faster. 

The system is the result of a project between computing scientists from the Universities of Aberdeen and Dundee, and Capability Scotland. 

Pupils from Corseford School in Renfrewshire were first to trial it. 

Dr Ehud Reiter, from the University of Aberdeen's school of natural and computing sciences, said: "How was school today? uses sensors, swipe cards, and a recording device to gather information on what the child using the system has experienced at school that day. 

"This can then be turned into a story by the computer - using what is called natural language generation - which the pupils can then share when they get home. 

"The system is designed to support a more interactive narration, allowing children to easily talk about their school day and to quickly answer questions." 

Rolf Black, from the University of Dundee's school of computing, said: "For a child with severe motor disabilities and limited or no speech, holding a conversation is often very difficult and limited to short one to two word answers. 

"To tell a longer story a communication device is often needed to form sentences but this can be very time consuming, putting a lot of strain on holding and controlling the conversation." 

'Talk easily' 
Sue Williams, head teacher at Capability Scotland's Corseford School in Kilbarchan, said: "In the week we used the system we found it very useful to pupils, teachers, therapists and parents alike. It allows children to take control of the conversation without having to rely on help from us." 

Nicole Vallery and Rebecca Clelland were two of the pupils at Corseford to test the new software. 

Nicole, 11, who has cerebral palsy, said: "I was happy to take part in How was school today? It made me feel good about myself." 

Rebecca said: "It was something different, I enjoyed it." 

Nicole's mother, Jan, said: "We really enjoyed using How was school today? and hearing Nicole's story. 

"The programme enabled her to talk easily and answer questions quickly, prompting more interaction and giving us a very detailed insight into her day." 

Plans are in place to examine how it could be used to support children with different levels and types of impairments. 

The project was funded by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/north_east/8081410.stm
Published: 2009/06/04 23:25:55 GMT
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Software 'gives children a voice' 

Software “dá voz para crianças”

Scientists claim to have developed the first technology of its kind to allow children with communication problems to converse better. 

Cientistas reivindicam ter desenvolvido a primeira tecnologia do seu tipo para permitir que crianças com problemas de comunicação conversem melhor.

'How was school today?' is software to help children with disabilities such as cerebral palsy communicate faster. 

“How was school today? [=como foi a escola hoje?]” é um software para ajudar crianças com incapacidades, como paralisia cerebral, a se comunicarem melhor.

The system is the result of a project between computing scientists from the Universities of Aberdeen and Dundee, and Capability Scotland. 

O sistema é o resultado de um projeto entre cientistas da computação das Universidades de Aberdeen e Dundee, e Capability Scotland.

Pupils from Corseford School in Renfrewshire were first to trial it. 

Alunos da Corseford Schooel na Renfrewshire foram os primeiros a testá-lo.

Dr Ehud Reiter, from the University of Aberdeen's school of natural and computing sciences, said: "How was school today? uses sensors, swipe cards, and a recording device to gather information on what the child using the system has experienced at school that day. 

O Dr. Ehud Reiter, da escola de ciências naturais e computação da Universidade de Aberdeen, disse: “How was school today?” usa sensores, cartões batidos, e um aparelho de gravação para reunir informações sobre o que a criança usando o sistema experimentou na escola naquele dia.

"This can then be turned into a story by the computer - using what is called natural language generation - which the pupils can then share when they get home. 

“Isto pode então ser tornado uma história pelo computador – usando o que é chamado geração de linguagem natural – pelo qual os alunos podem então dividir quando eles chegarem em casa”.

"The system is designed to support a more interactive narration, allowing children to easily talk about their school day and to quickly answer questions." 

“O sistema é desenvolvido para suportar mais narração interativa, permitindo as crianças conversar facilmente sobre seu dia de escola e rapidamente responder perguntas”.

Rolf Black, from the University of Dundee's school of computing, said: "For a child with severe motor disabilities and limited or no speech, holding a conversation is often very difficult and limited to short one to two word answers. 

Rolf Black, da escola de computação da Universidade de Dundee, disse: “Para uma criança com incapacidade motor severa e fala limitada ou sem fala, manter uma conversa é freqüentemente difícil e limitada para resumir um ou duas palavras de resposta.

"To tell a longer story a communication device is often needed to form sentences but this can be very time consuming, putting a lot of strain on holding and controlling the conversation." 

“Para contar uma longa história um aparelho de comunicação é freqüentemente necessário para formar sentenças, mas isto pode estar consumindo muito tempo, colocando um pouco de força manter e controlar a conversação”.

'Talk easily' 

Conversa facilitada

Sue Williams, head teacher at Capability Scotland's Corseford School in Kilbarchan, said: "In the week we used the system we found it very useful to pupils, teachers, therapists and parents alike. It allows children to take control of the conversation without having to rely on help from us." 

Sue Willian, professor-chefe da Capability Scotland’s Corsefor School em Kilbarcha, disse: “Na semana nós usamos o sistema e nós o encontramos muito proveitoso para os alunos, professores, terapeutas e pais. Ele permite que as crianças tomem o controle da conversação sem tem que contar com nossa ajuda”.

Nicole Vallery and Rebecca Clelland were two of the pupils at Corseford to test the new software. 

Nicole Vallery e Rebecca Clelland foram dois dos alunos da Corseford que testaram o novo software.

Nicole, 11, who has cerebral palsy, said: "I was happy to take part in How was school today? It made me feel good about myself." 

Nicole, 11 anos, que tem paralisia cerebral, disse: “Eu estou feliz por tomar em “How was school today?” Ele fez me sentir boa sobre mim mesma”.

Rebecca said: "It was something different, I enjoyed it." 

Rebecca disse: “isto foi algo diferente, eu gostei dele”.

Nicole's mother, Jan, said: "We really enjoyed using How was school today? and hearing Nicole's story. 

A mãe de Nicole, Jan, disse: “Nós realmente gostamos de usar “How was school today?” e ouvir a história de Nicole.

"The programme enabled her to talk easily and answer questions quickly, prompting more interaction and giving us a very detailed insight into her day." 

“O programa possibilitou a ela conversar facilmente e responder questões rapidamente, colocando mais interação e dando-nos muitos detalhes de seu dia”.

Plans are in place to examine how it could be used to support children with different levels and types of impairments. 

Planos estão em andamento para examinar como ele poderia ser usado para auxiliar crianças com diferente níveis e tipos de prejuízos.

The project was funded by the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). 

O projeto foi fundado pelo Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). 

