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Bush denies US torture use claims 

US President George W Bush has rejected claims his administration uses torture and defended the CIA's methods. 
He was responding to a New York Times report that the US Justice Department secretly authorised harsh interrogation techniques for terror suspects in 2005. 

The alleged 2005 memo came months after a 2004 opinion in which the Justice Department declared torture abhorrent. 

Mr Bush said: "This government does not torture people. We stick to US law and our international obligations." 

According to the New York Times, the interrogation techniques endorsed by a 2005 Justice Department memo were some of the harshest ever used by the CIA. 

They included head-slapping, exposure to freezing temperatures and simulated drowning, known as water-boarding. 

'Protecting the people' 
The 2005 legal opinion was reportedly issued shortly after former Attorney General Alberto Gonzales took over the Justice Department. 

A second memo issued later that year advised that none of the techniques in use by the CIA would breach anti-torture legislation before Congress that barred "cruel, inhuman and degrading" treatment of prisoners, the New York Times said. 

Its report also cited officials saying that the CIA had returned in summer 2007 to its practice of holding terror suspects in secret prisons overseas. 

In a hastily arranged press appearance on Friday, Mr Bush defended his administration's methods and said interrogations were carried out by "highly-trained professionals". 

"When we find somebody who may have information regarding an attack on America, and you bet we're going to detain them, you bet we're going to question them," he said. 

"The American people expect us to find out information, this actionable intelligence, so we can help protect them. That's our job." 

The techniques used had been "fully disclosed to appropriate members of the United States Congress", he added. 

Lawmakers' concern 
Democrats in both the Senate and the House of Representatives on Thursday demanded to see the two alleged secret memos from 2005. 

Several Republicans have said they were satisfied with those briefings but a handful have joined with Democrats in expressing their concern, says the BBC's Jamie Coomarasamy in Washington. 

The politicians suggest that the administration many not have been forthcoming enough, or may even have condoned techniques that overstepped the boundaries of legality, our correspondent says. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/7030383.stm
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TRADUÇÃO LIVRE
Bush denies US torture use claims 

US President George W Bush has rejected claims1 his administration uses torture and defended the CIA's methods.
O presidente Americano George W Bush rejeitou alegações1 que sua administração usa tortura e defende os métodos da CIA.
He was responding to a New York Times report that the US Justice Department secretly authorised harsh2 interrogation techniques for terror suspects in 2005. 
Ele estava respondendo para a reportagem do New York Times que o Departamento de Justiça americano secretamente autorizou severas2 técnicas de interrogatório para os suspeitos de terrorismo em 2005.
The alleged 2005 memo came months after a 2004 opinion in which the Justice Department declared torture abhorrent3. 
O alegado memorando de 2005 veio meses após uma opinião de 2004 na qual o Departamento de Justiça declarou a tortura destetável3.
Mr Bush said: "This government does not torture people. We stick to US law and our international obligations." 
O Senhor Bush disse: “Este governo não tortura pessoas. Nós cumprimos a lei americana e nossas obrigações internacionais”.
According to the New York Times, the interrogation techniques endorsed by a 2005 Justice Department memo were some of the harshest ever used by the CIA. 
De acordo com o New York Times, as técnicas de interrogatório endossadas pelo memorando do Departamento de Justiça em 2005 foram algumas das severas usadas pela CIA.
They included head-slapping, exposure to freezing temperatures and simulated drowning, known as water-boarding. 
Elas incluem tapas no rosto, exposição à temperaturas geladas e simulações de afogamento, conhecidas como abordagem aquática.
'Protecting the people' 
The 2005 legal opinion was reportedly issued shortly after former Attorney General Alberto Gonzales took over the Justice Department.
A opinião legal de 2005 foi reportada e distribuída brevemente após o antigo General Alberto Gonzales assumir o Departamento de Justiça.
A second memo issued later that year advised that none of the techniques in use by the CIA would breach anti-torture legislation before Congress that barred "cruel, inhuman and degrading" treatment of prisoners, the New York Times said. 
Um segundo memorando distribuído mais tarde daquele ano advertia que nenhuma das técnicas em uso pela CIA poderia quebrar a legislação anti-tortura antes que o Congresso barrasse “cruel, desumano e degradante” tratamento de prisioneiros, disse o New York Times.
Its report also cited officials saying that the CIA had returned in summer 2007 to its practice of holding terror suspects in secret prisons overseas. 
Esta reportagem também citou oficiais dizendo que a Cia tinha retornado no verão de 2007 para suas práticas levar terror aos suspeitos em prisões secretas sobre o mar.
In a hastily arranged press appearance on Friday, Mr Bush defended his administration's methods and said interrogations were carried out by "highly-trained professionals". 
Em uma apressada conferência de imprensa na sexta-feira, o Senhor Bush defendeu seus métodos de administração e disse que os interrogatórios eram dirigidos por “profissionais altamente treinados”.
"When we find somebody who may have information regarding an attack on America, and you bet we're going to detain them, you bet we're going to question them," he said. 

“Quando nós encontramos alguém que pode ter informação dizendo respeito a uma ataque sobre a América, e você aposta que nós iremos detê-lo, você aposta que nós iremos questioná-lo,” ele disse.
"The American people expect us to find out information, this actionable intelligence, so we can help protect them. That's our job." 

“As pessoas americanas contam conosco para encontrar informação, isto aciona a inteligência, então nós podemos protegê-las. Este é o nosso trabalho”.
The techniques used had been "fully disclosed to appropriate members of the United States Congress", he added. 

As técnicas usadas tem sido “completamente reveladas para membros apropriados do Congresso dos Estados Unidos”, ele acrescentou.
Lawmakers' concern 
Democrats in both the Senate and the House of Representatives on Thursday demanded to see the two alleged secret memos from 2005.
Democratas no Senado e na Câmara na quinta-feira demandaram para ver os dois memorandos secretos de 2005.

Several Republicans have said they were satisfied with those briefings but a handful have joined with Democrats in expressing their concern, says the BBC's Jamie Coomarasamy in Washington. 

Muitos Republicanos disseram que eles estão satisfeitos com aquelas informações, mas alguns tem juntado-se com os Democratas expressando seu interesse, disse Jamie Coomarasamy da BBC em Washington.
The politicians suggest that the administration many not have been forthcoming enough, or may even have condoned techniques that overstepped the boundaries of legality, our correspondent says. 
Os políticos sugerem que a administração não tem estado muito disponível, ou pode ter condenados técnicas que ultrapassaram a legalidade, disse nosso correspondente.
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