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TEXTO

Lula ally avoids Senate expulsion 

Brazil's Senate has narrowly rejected a proposal to expel its president following a lengthy corruption scandal. 
The Senate voted 40 to 35 with six abstentions to absolve Renan Calheiros in a secret vote. 

Mr Calheiros, an ally of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, has denied accepting bribes from a lobbyist in exchange for government contracts. 

However, he has admitted using the lobbyist to pass on child support payments to his former mistress. 

Mr Calheiros successfully fought for the vote to be held behind closed doors in hope that he could more easily win support from fellow senators. 

The BBC correspondent in Sao Paulo, Gary Duffy, reports the tension surrounding the vote was such that outside the chamber a scuffle broke out between deputies from the lower house of Congress and security officials. Amid chaotic scenes, one congresswoman was said to have been kicked and the acting president of Senate was punched, he adds. 

The vote comes weeks after it was decided that 40 people, including high-ranking officials, should face charges over an illegal fund-raising scheme. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/6991034.stm
Published: 2007/09/12 22:00:21 GMT
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TRADUÇÃO LIVRE
Lula ally avoids Senate expulsion 

Brazil's Senate has narrowly rejected a proposal to expel its president following a lengthy corruption scandal. 
O Senado do Brasil apertadamente rejeitou a proposta para expulsar seu presidente seguindo um comprido escândalo de corrupção.
The Senate voted 40 to 35 with six abstentions to absolve Renan Calheiros in a secret vote. 

O Senado votou 40 a 35 com seis abstenções para absolver Renan Calheiros em uma votação secreta.
Mr Calheiros, an ally of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, has denied accepting bribes from a lobbyist in exchange for government contracts. 
O Senhor Calheiros, um aliado do Presidente Lula, negou aceitar subornos de um lobista em troca de contratos governamentais.
However, he has admitted using the lobbyist to pass on child support payments to his former mistress. 
Contudo, ele admitiu usar o lobista para transmitir pagamento de apoio a uma criança para sua antiga amante.
Mr Calheiros successfully fought for the vote to be held behind closed doors in hope that he could more easily win support from fellow senators. 
O Senhor Calheiros com êxito batalhou pelo voto para ser ajudado atrás de portas fechadas na esperança que poderia mais facilmente vencer com o apoio de companheiros senadores.
The BBC correspondent in Sao Paulo, Gary Duffy, reports the tension surrounding the vote was such that outside the chamber a scuffle broke out between deputies from the lower house of Congress and security officials. Amid chaotic scenes, one congresswoman was said to have been kicked and the acting president of Senate was punched, he adds. 
O correspondente da BBC em São Paulo, Gary Duffy, relatou a tensão em volta do voto foi provocou do lado de fora da assembléia um corpo a corpo entre deputados vindos da casa baixa do Congresso e oficiais de segurança. Entre cenas caóticas, uma estava congressista que disse ter sido chutada e a ação do presidente do Senado foi socar, ele acrescentou.
Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/6991034.stm
Published: 2007/09/12 22:00:21 GMT
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