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PlayStation 3 launched in Europe 

Sony has launched its PlayStation 3 (PS3) console in Europe and Australia, hoping to retake its gaming crown. 
The company trails Microsoft and Nintendo in sales of next generation consoles and the launch has been beset with problems in the last year. 

But the PlayStation brand remains strong with gamers and one million PS3s will hit shops on day one. 

At the London launch everyone who bought a PS3 also received a free 46-inch HD television and a taxi home. 

In total, the giveaway amounted to £250,000 worth of televisons to more than 100 gamers. 

At the head of the queue, 17-year-old Ritatsu Thomas said the giveaway and PS3 had been worth the 36-hour wait. 

He said: "I feel fantastic. I'm delighted that everyone here also gets a television." 

Sony has declared its launch of PlayStation 3 to date as a success, saying early sales are faster than those of its predecessor PS2. 

It believes that the combination of a high-definition Blu-ray DVD player, online capabilities and gaming powered by the Cell processor will convince gamers to spend £425 (599 Euros) on the machine. 

"High definition is very important to people," said Ray Maguire, head of Sony Computer Entertainment in the UK. 

"A lot of people have bought flat panel TVs and they want content to go on it and PlayStation 3 is one of the few places they can get that kind of experience." 

Mr Maguire said the TV giveaway in the UK was a reward for gamers' patience. 

Sales figures from the United States, where the console launched last November, suggest that PS3 is being outsold by rivals. Recent figures from sales trackers NPD show that the Nintendo Wii is outselling the PS3 by more than two to one. 

But the NPD figures also show that the PS3 is selling slightly faster in the US than the Xbox 360 did at the same stage in its release. 

More than 200,000 consoles were made available on launch day in the UK, four month's later than originally planned. 

Phil Harrison, Sony's head of worldwide studios, said the delay was "regrettable". 

"But there are benefits for European consumers - there are more games available, more Blu-ray movies and we've updated the online PlayStation network." 

Virgin's flagship store on Oxford Street, London, opened at midnight on Thursday despite concern from police about potential muggings. 

Sony said the free taxis were to ensure people who attended the launch get home safely. 

Gartner principal analyst Paul O'Donovan said: "The Wii is definitely outselling the Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3 at the moment." 

But he said he expected Sony's brand will help the PlayStation edge ahead of rivals by the end of 2007. 

"The real issue for Sony is whether they can get back the momentum they had with PS2. The only thing that is going to drive that is the number of titles available." 

John Houlihan, editor of Computer and Videogames.com, said the initial line-up of games for the machine was "fairly decent". 

He added: "PlayStation is still the world's most successful gaming brand ever." 

Mr Maguire said the risk in investing in PlayStation 3's technology was in proportion to the returns the company expected to make. 

"We're confident we have got the right technology," he said. 
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PlayStation 3 launched in Europe 

Sony has launched its PlayStation 3 (PS3) console in Europe and Australia, hoping to retake its gaming crown. 
A Sony lançou seu console PlayStation 3 (PS3) na Europa e Austrália, esperando recuperar seu reinado nos jogos.
The company trails Microsoft and Nintendo in sales of next generation consoles and the launch has been beset with problems in the last year. 

A companhia segue a Microsoft e a Nitendo em vendas para a próxima geração de consoles e o lançamento foi feito envolvido com problemas no ano passado.
But the PlayStation brand remains strong with gamers and one million PS3s will hit shops on day one. 
Mas o PlayStation permanece grande entre os jogadores e um milhão de PS3 foram vendidos nas lojas em um dia.
At the London launch everyone who bought a PS3 also received a free 46-inch HD television and a taxi home. 

No lançamento em Londres todos que compraram um PS3 também receberam de graça uma televisão HD com 46 polegadas e táxi para casa.
In total, the giveaway amounted to £250,000 worth of televisons to more than 100 gamers. 
No total, o brinde atingiu 250.000 libras de valor e televisores para mais do que 100 jogadores.
At the head of the queue, 17-year-old Ritatsu Thomas said the giveaway and PS3 had been worth the 36-hour wait. 
O primeiro da fila, Ritatsu Thomas de 17 anos, disse que o brinde e o PS3 foi o valor de 36 horas de espera.
He said: "I feel fantastic. I'm delighted that everyone here also gets a television." 

Ele disse: “Eu me sinto fantástico. Eu estou alegre que qualquer um aqui também ganhe uma televisão”.
Sony has declared its launch of PlayStation 3 to date as a success, saying early sales are faster than those of its predecessor PS2. 

A Sony declarou que o lançamento do PlayStation 3 foi marcado com um sucesso, dizendo que as vendas estão mais rápidas do que aqueles que o precederam o PS2.
It believes that the combination of a high-definition Blu-ray DVD player, online capabilities and gaming powered by the Cell processor will convince gamers to spend £425 (599 Euros) on the machine. 

Eles acreditam que a combinação do Blue-ray DVD de alta definição, possibilidade de jogos online e jogando através processador Cell convencerá os jogadores para gastar 599 euros na máquina.
"High definition is very important to people," said Ray Maguire, head of Sony Computer Entertainment in the UK. 
“Alta definição é muito importante para as pessoas,” disse Ray Maguire, chefe da Sony Computer Enterteainment no Reino Unido.

"A lot of people have bought flat panel TVs and they want content to go on it and PlayStation 3 is one of the few places they can get that kind of experience." 

“Um grande número de pessoas comprou uma TV de tela plana e eles querem conteúdo para ela e o PlayStation 3 é uma das poucas coisas que eles podem ter este tipo de experiência.
Mr Maguire said the TV giveaway in the UK was a reward for gamers' patience. 

O Senhor Maguire disse que a TV de brinde no Reino Unido foi uma recompensa para os jogadores pacientes.
Sales figures from the United States, where the console launched last November, suggest that PS3 is being outsold by rivals. Recent figures from sales trackers NPD show that the Nintendo Wii is outselling the PS3 by more than two to one. 

As vendas dos EUA, onde o console foi lançado em novembro passado, sugerem que o PS3 está sendo superado pelos rivais. Recentes levantamentos das vendas feitas pelo NPD mostram que o Nintendo Wii está superando o PS3 por mais do que 2 por um.
But the NPD figures also show that the PS3 is selling slightly faster in the US than the Xbox 360 did at the same stage in its release. 

Mas o NPD mostra também que o PS3 está vendendo um pouco mais rápido nos EUA do que Xbox 360 vendeu no mesmo tempo de seu lançamento.
More than 200,000 consoles were made available on launch day in the UK, four month's later than originally planned. 

Mais de 200.000 consoles foram disponibilizados no dia lançamento no Reino Unido, quatro meses depois do que originalmente planejado.
Phil Harrison, Sony's head of worldwide studios, said the delay was "regrettable". 

Phil Harrison, chefe dos estúdios Sony de todo o mundo, disse que o atraso foi “recompensado”.
"But there are benefits for European consumers - there are more games available, more Blu-ray movies and we've updated the online PlayStation network." 

“Mas há benefícios para os consumidores europeus – há mais jogos disponíveis, mais filmes Blu-ray e estão sendo atualizados a rede PlayStation online”.
Virgin's flagship store on Oxford Street, London, opened at midnight on Thursday despite concern from police about potential muggings. 
Virgin a mais importante loja em Oxford Street, Londres, abriu a meia-noite na quinta-feira apesar do aviso da polícia sobre o potencial de assaltos.
Sony said the free taxis were to ensure people who attended the launch get home safely. 

A Sony disse que o táxi grátis foi para assegurar que as pessoas que fossem ao lançamento voltassem para casa mais seguras.
Gartner principal analyst Paul O'Donovan said: "The Wii is definitely outselling the Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3 at the moment." 
Paul O’Donovan principal analista da Gartner disse: “O Wii está definitivamente superando o Xbox 360 e PlayStation 3 no momento”.
But he said he expected Sony's brand will help the PlayStation edge ahead of rivals by the end of 2007. 
Mas ele disse que espera que a Sony ajude o PlayStation a seguir para a frente dos rivais pelo fim de 2007.
"The real issue for Sony is whether they can get back the momentum they had with PS2. The only thing that is going to drive that is the number of titles available." 
“O real propósito para Sony é se eles podem pegar de volta o momento que eles tinham com o PS2. A única coisa que está em movimento que é o número de títulos disponíveis”.
John Houlihan, editor of Computer and Videogames.com, said the initial line-up of games for the machine was "fairly decent". 
John Houlihan, editor da Computer e Videogames.com, disse que a linha inicial de jogos para a máquina é “regularmente decente”.
He added: "PlayStation is still the world's most successful gaming brand ever." 

Ele acrescentou: “PlayStation já está entre os maiores sucessos de jogos já feitos”.
Mr Maguire said the risk in investing in PlayStation 3's technology was in proportion to the returns the company expected to make. 

O Senhor Maguire disse que o risco no investimento da tecnologia do PlayStation 3 foi na proporção do retorno que a companhia espera fazer.
"We're confident we have got the right technology," he said. 

“Nós estamos confiantes que nós temos a tecnologia certa”, ele disse.
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