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Bolivia, watch your back
There was something depressingly familiar about Bolivia sending in troops to end protests at an oil facility in Santa Cruz province at the weekend. Evo Morales, who for months has been battling the opposition, now faces an even more dangerous foe: his own erstwhile supporters.

The revised contracts Bolivia signed last year with foreign investors in the gas sector were due to come into effect last week, but have been delayed to this week, a result of a disorderly change of leadership at YPFB, the state energy company. These contracts are regarded by most of the powerful leftwing social movements as having introduced a modest tax increase dressed up as “nationalisation”. Mr Morales’s use of the army against protestors who shut down domestic oil pipelines to demand “true nationalisation” is likely to inflame the situation further. 

The president also faces strong opposition to his plans for big tax increases on mining from miners’ co-operatives – the backbone of the sector – which have been mobilising against what they see as an attempt by La Paz to control them. The miners have been at the forefront of previous protests that have dislodged several former presidents. That will give the current head of state something to think abo
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Bolivia, watch your back
There was something depressingly familiar about Bolivia sending in troops to end protests at an oil facility in Santa Cruz province at the weekend. Evo Morales, who for months has been battling the opposition, now faces an even more dangerous foe: his own erstwhile supporters.

Há alguma coisa depressivamente familiar sobre a Bolívia enviando tropas para por fim a protestos em uma construção de fábrica de óleo na província de Santa Cruz no final de semana. Evo Morales, a quem por meses tem sido combatido pela oposição, agora enfrenta um inimigo mais perigoso: seus próprios antigos apoiadores. 

The revised contracts Bolivia signed last year with foreign investors in the gas sector were due to come into effect last week, but have been delayed to this week, a result of a disorderly change of leadership at YPFB, the state energy company. These contracts are regarded by most of the powerful leftwing social movements as having introduced a modest tax increase dressed up as “nationalisation”. Mr Morales’s use of the army against protestors who shut down domestic oil pipelines to demand “true nationalisation” is likely to inflame the situation further. 

A revisão dos contratos assinados pela Bolívia no ano passado com investidores estrangeiros no setor de gás foi devido ao efeito da última semana, mas foi atrasada para esta semana, um resultado da desordenada troca da gerência da YPFB, uma companhia de energia estatal. Esses contratos são considerados pelo mais poderoso movimento social de esquerda como tendo introduzido uma modesta taxa de crescimento vestido de “nacionalização”. O Senhor Morales usou a força contra os manifestantes os quais paralisaram os oleodutos nacionais para exigir uma “verdadeira nacionalização” que é provável inflamará a situação no futuro.

The president also faces strong opposition to his plans for big tax increases on mining from miners’ co-operatives – the backbone of the sector – which have been mobilising against what they see as an attempt by La Paz to control them. The miners have been at the forefront of previous protests that have dislodged several former presidents. 

O presidente também enfrentou grande oposição para seu plano de grandes taxas de crescimento sobre a cooperação da mineração – a espinha dorsal do setor – a qual tem sido mobilizada contra o que eles vêem com um tentativa de La Paz para controla-los. Os mineradores têm estado na vanguarda dos protestos o que tem desalojado alguns antigos presidentes. 
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