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Vocabulário

Strain = força, peso

Realize = perceber

TEXTO

What happens if swine flu goes away?

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - With Mexico saying the worst may be over and the new H1N1 virus starting to look more like a seasonal flu strain in the United States and elsewhere, critics are going to start asking if public health officials overreacted to the outbreak.

Since the new swine flu virus was first identified two weeks ago in two children in Texas and California, the World Health Organization pushed its pandemic alert level from a three to a five, meaning a pandemic is imminent.

Mexico closed schools, stopped public events and took a big hit to tourism. The U.S. government mobilized 25 percent of its stockpile of antiviral drugs and started work on a vaccine against the new strain.

But the death toll is being rolled back as Mexican officials realize it will be impossible to know if long-buried or cremated victims died of H1N1 swine flu. And while the infection is spreading rapidly across the United States, it appears to be no worse than seasonal flu.

Scientists who study flu say the coordinated, global response was appropriate.

"If it doesn't become more virulent, first of all, many people will heave a great sigh of relief," said Dr. Scott Lillibridge, who helped set up the Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Program and who is now at the University of Texas Health Sciences Center in Houston.

But Lillibridge echoes what the WHO and CDC have been saying: viruses mutate and change all the time and it is too early to say how bad this virus really is.

"We are only a few days into a major international mobilization for an outbreak that could continue months into the future," Lillibridge said in a telephone interview.

The U.S. government has been preparing for this scenario for years.

One of the messages that has come up repeatedly is that the 1918 pandemic, cited as the worst-case scenario because it killed upwards of 40 million people, started with a mild arrival of a new virus, now identified as H1N1, in the spring.

It disappeared over the summer, but roared back with a vengeance in August.

Fonte: http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE54418Q20090505?pageNumber=2&virtualBrandChannel=10528
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What happens if swine flu goes away?

O que acontece se a gripe suína for adiante?

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - With Mexico saying the worst may be over and the new H1N1 virus starting to look more like a seasonal flu strain in the United States and elsewhere, critics are going to start asking if public health officials overreacted to the outbreak.

Com o México dizendo que o pior pode estar de outro lado e o novo vírus H1N1 começando a parecer mais com uma forte grupe sazonal nos Estados Unidos e por outro lado, críticos estão começando a perguntar se as autoridades de saúde pública fraudaram a erupção.

Since the new swine flu virus was first identified two weeks ago in two children in Texas and California, the World Health Organization pushed its pandemic alert level from a three to a five, meaning a pandemic is imminent.

Desde que o novo vírus da gripe suína foi identificado pela primeira vez duas semanas atrás em duas crianças no Texas e na Califórnia, a Organização Mundial da Saúde impulsionou seu alerta de nível de pandemia de três para quatro, significando que a pandemia é iminente.

Mexico closed schools, stopped public events and took a big hit to tourism. The U.S. government mobilized 25 percent of its stockpile of antiviral drugs and started work on a vaccine against the new strain.

O México fechou escolas, parou eventos públicos e levou um grande golpe no turismo. O governo dos EUA mobilizou 25% de seu estoque de drogas antiviral e começou a trabalhar uma vacina contra uma nova força.

But the death toll is being rolled back as Mexican officials realize it will be impossible to know if long-buried or cremated victims died of H1N1 swine flu. And while the infection is spreading rapidly across the United States, it appears to be no worse than seasonal flu.

Mas a taxa de morte está sendo reduzida enquanto as autoridades mexicanas percebem que será impossível saber se as vítimas enterradas ou cremadas morreram do H1N1 da gripe suína. E enquanto a infecção está espalhando rapidamente através dos Estados Unidos, ela parece não ser pior do que uma gripe sazonal.

Scientists who study flu say the coordinated, global response was appropriate.

Cientistas que estudam a gripe dizem que a coordenação, resposta global foi apropriada.

"If it doesn't become more virulent, first of all, many people will heave a great sigh of relief," said Dr. Scott Lillibridge, who helped set up the Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Program and who is now at the University of Texas Health Sciences Center in Houston.

“Se não se tornar mais virulento, primeiro de tudo, muitas pessoas levantarão um grande suspiro de alívio”, disse o Dr. Scott Lillibridge, que ajudou a organizar o “Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Program” e quem está agora na “University of Texas Health Sciences Center” em  Houston.

But Lillibridge echoes what the WHO and CDC have been saying: viruses mutate and change all the time and it is too early to say how bad this virus really is.

Mas Lillibridge repete que a OMS e a CDC têm estado dizendo: vírus mutantes e mudança o tempo todo e isto é tão cedo para dizer quão mal este vírus realmente é.

"We are only a few days into a major international mobilization for an outbreak that could continue months into the future," Lillibridge said in a telephone interview.

“Nós estamos somente pouco dias dentro da maior mobilização para uma erupção que poderia continuar meses no futuro”, disse Lillibridge em uma entrevista por telefone.

The U.S. government has been preparing for this scenario for years.

O governo dos EUA tem estado preparada para este cenário por anos.

One of the messages that has come up repeatedly is that the 1918 pandemic, cited as the worst-case scenario because it killed upwards of 40 million people, started with a mild arrival of a new virus, now identified as H1N1, in the spring.

Uma das mensagens que tem chegado repetidamente é que em a pandemia de 1918, citada como o pior caso porque matou acima de 40 milhões de pessoas, começou com uma suava chegada de um novo vírus, agora identificado como H1N1, na primavera.

It disappeared over the summer, but roared back with a vengeance in August.

Ela desapareceu no verão, mas rugiu de volta com vingança em agosto.

