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TEXTO

'Lost towns' discovered in Amazon 

A remote area of the Amazon river basin was once home to densely populated towns, Science journal reports. 
The Upper Xingu, in west Brazil, was once thought to be virgin forest, but in fact shows traces of extensive human activity. 

Researchers found evidence of a grid-like pattern of settlements connected by road networks and arranged around large central plazas. 

There are signs of farming, wetland management, and possibly fish farms. 

The settlements are now almost completely overgrown by rainforest. 

The ancient urban communities date back to before the first Europeans set foot in the Upper Xingu region of the Brazilian Amazon in the 15th Century. 

Urban planning 
Professor Mike Heckenberger, from the University of Florida, in Gainesville, said: "These are not cities, but this is urbanism, built around towns." 

"They have quite remarkable planning and self-organisation, more so than many classical examples of what people would call urbanism," he said. Although the remains are almost invisible, they can be identified by members of the Kuikuro tribe, who are thought to be direct descendents of the people who built the towns. 

The tell-tale traces included "dark earth" that indicated past human waste dumps or farming, and concentrations of pottery shards and earthworks. 

The researchers also made use of satellite images and GPS navigation to uncover and map the settlements over the course of a decade. 

The communities consisted of clusters of 60-hectare (150-acre) towns and smaller villages spread out over the rainforest. 

Road network 
Like medieval European and ancient Greek towns, those forming the Amazonian urban landscape were surrounded by large walls. These were composed of earthworks, the remains of which have survived. 

Each community had an identical road, always pointing north-east to south-west, which are connected to a central plaza. 

The roads were always oriented this way in keeping with the mid-year summer solstice. 

Evidence was found of dams and artificial ponds - thought to have been used for fish farming - as well as open areas and large compost heaps. 

The people who once lived in the settlements are thought to have been wiped out by European colonists and the diseases they brought with them. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/7586860.stm
Published: 2008/08/28 21:37:07 GMT
© BBC MMVIII
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	'Lost towns' discovered in Amazon 


	“Cidades perdidas” descobertas na Amazônia


	A remote area of the Amazon river basin was once home to densely populated towns, Science journal reports. 

	Uma remota área da bacia(=basin) do rio Amazonas era outrora(=once) lar para cidades densamente povoadas, relata o jornal Science.



	The Upper Xingu, in west Brazil, was once thought to be virgin forest, but in fact shows traces of extensive human activity. 


	O Alto Xingu, no oeste do Brasil, era outrora pensado para ser uma floresta virgem, mas os fatos mostram traços de extensa atividade humana.



	Researchers found evidence of a grid-like pattern of settlements connected by road networks and arranged around large central plazas. 


	Pesquisadores encontraram evidências de um padrão de cercado de povoados conectados por rede de estradas e arranjados em volta de praças centrais.



	There are signs of farming, wetland management, and possibly fish farms. 


	Há sinais de lavoura, controle de umidade, e possivelmente cultivo de peixes.



	The settlements are now almost completely overgrown by rainforest. 


	Os povoados estão agora quase completamente cobertos pela floresta tropical.



	The ancient urban communities date back to before the first Europeans set foot in the Upper Xingu region of the Brazilian Amazon in the 15th Century. 


	As velhas comunidades urbanas datam para antes dos primeiros europeus colocarem o pé na região do Alto Xingu da Amazônia Brasileira no século 15.



	Urban planning 

	Planejamento urbano


	Professor Mike Heckenberger, from the University of Florida, in Gainesville, said: "These are not cities, but this is urbanism, built around towns." 


	O Professor Mike Heckenberger, da Universidade da Flórida, em Gainesville, disse: “Não há cidades, mas isto é urbanismo, construído em volta das cidades”.



	"They have quite remarkable planning and self-organisation, more so than many classical examples of what people would call urbanism," he said. Although the remains are almost invisible, they can be identified by members of the Kuikuro tribe, who are thought to be direct descendents of the people who built the towns. 


	“Eles tem notável planejamento e auto-organização, mais do que muitos exemplos clássicos do que as pessoas chamariam de urbanismo”, ele disse. Embora os restos sejam quase invisíveis, eles podem ser identificados pelos membros da tribo Kuikuro, que são pensados para serem descendentes direitos das pessoas que construíram as cidades.



	The tell-tale traces included "dark earth" that indicated past human waste dumps or farming, and concentrations of pottery shards and earthworks. 


	Os traços indicadores incluíram “terra escura” que indicaram o gasto humano do passado de lixo ou lavoura, e concentrações de fragmentos de cerâmica e aterros.



	The researchers also made use of satellite images and GPS navigation to uncover and map the settlements over the course of a decade. 


	Os pesquisadores também fizeram uso de imagens de satélite e navegação por GPS para descobrir e mapear os povoados durante o curso de uma década.



	The communities consisted of clusters of 60-hectare (150-acre) towns and smaller villages spread out over the rainforest. 


	As comunidades consistiam de agrupamentos de 60 hectares e pequenas vilas espalhadas  na floresta tropical.



	Road network 

	Rede de estradas



	Like medieval European and ancient Greek towns, those forming the Amazonian urban landscape were surrounded by large walls. These were composed of earthworks, the remains of which have survived.

	Como as cidades da Europa medieval e Grécia antiga, aquelas que formavam o cenário(=landspace) da Amazônia urbana estavam rodeadas por largos muros. Esses eram compostos de aterro, os restos os quais tem sobrevivido.



	Each community had an identical road, always pointing north-east to south-west, which are connected to a central plaza. 


	Cada comunidade tinha uma estrada correspondente, sempre apontando de norte para leste, as quais eram conectadas para uma praça central.



	The roads were always oriented this way in keeping with the mid-year summer solstice. 


	As estradas eram sempre orientadas para este caminho mantendo o solstício do meio ano de verão.



	Evidence was found of dams and artificial ponds - thought to have been used for fish farming - as well as open areas and large compost heaps. 


	Evidências foram encontradas de diques e lagoas artificiais – pensadas para serem usadas para criação de peixes – bem como áreas abertas e largo composto de montes.



	The people who once lived in the settlements are thought to have been wiped out by European colonists and the diseases they brought with them.


	As pessoas que outrora viveu nos povoados são pensadas para terem sido destruídas pelos colonizados europeus e pelas doenças que eles trouxeram com eles.
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