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TEXTO
Converting Castro

A missed opportunity to kill the Cuban regime with kindness

Adios, Fidel. When your resignation was announced in the dark before dawn Tuesday morning, your political obituaries had all been written in anticipation of your long-awaited death. That hasn't come yet, but this political demise will do to start lots of fresh speculation about Cuba's future. When will your uncharismatic brother lose his grip? When will the specter of communism at last be exorcised? It's about time, certainly, after 49 years suffocating the hopes, dreams, expectations and expression of a vibrant people. But I think the answer, in fact, is "not soon."

If the U.S. presidential campaign were about policy instead of personalities, then your resignation, Fidel, might be just the thing to start a serious debate about the future of democracy in Cuba and indeed in much of the rest of the world. What can the United States do to help spread both freedom and stability? What should it do? Are boycotts and isolation the answer? You have withstood them for almost half a century. Iran is prepared to hold out against those that can be mustered against it. Syria's mafia-style dictatorship seems to thrive on embargos. The sanctions against Iraq from 1990 to 2003, the most draconian in history, actually helped Saddam Hussein strengthen his grip on absolute power. So, are invasion and occupation a better answer? Clearly not if they're carried out like the $2 billion-a-week fiasco in Iraq, and probably not at all.

http://www.newsweek.com/id/113068
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Adios, Fidel. When your resignation was announced in the dark before dawn Tuesday morning, your political obituaries had all been written in anticipation of your long-awaited death. That hasn't come yet, but this political demise will do to start lots of fresh speculation about Cuba's future. When will your uncharismatic brother lose his grip? When will the specter of communism at last be exorcised? It's about time, certainly, after 49 years suffocating the hopes, dreams, expectations and expression of a vibrant people. But I think the answer, in fact, is "not soon."

Adeus, Fidel. Quando sua renúncia foi anunciada no cair da noite de ontem antes da alvorada da terça-feira, seu obituário político estava todo escrito em antecipação de sua longa espera pela morte. Isto não veio ainda, mas esta política deixa um legado que fará começar lotes de especulações sobre o futuro de Cuba. Quando seu irmão sem carisma perderá seu poder? Quando o espectro do comunismo será exorcizado? Em pouco tempo, certamente, após 49 anos de esperanças sufocadas, sonhos, expectativas e expressão de um povo vibrante. Mas eu penso que a resposta, de fato, é “será breve”.

If the U.S. presidential campaign were about policy instead of personalities, then your resignation, Fidel, might be just the thing to start a serious debate about the future of democracy in Cuba and indeed in much of the rest of the world. What can the United States do to help spread both freedom and stability? What should it do? Are boycotts and isolation the answer? You have withstood them for almost half a century. Iran is prepared to hold out against those that can be mustered against it. Syria's mafia-style dictatorship seems to thrive on embargos. The sanctions against Iraq from 1990 to 2003, the most draconian in history, actually helped Saddam Hussein strengthen his grip on absolute power. So, are invasion and occupation a better answer? Clearly not if they're carried out like the $2 billion-a-week fiasco in Iraq, and probably not at all.

Se a campanha presidencial dos EUA fosse sobre política em vez de personalidades, então em sua renúncia, Fidel, poderia ser somente o objeto para começar um sério debate sobre o futuro da democracia em Cuba e de fato muito do resto do mundo. O que pode os Estados Unidos fazer para ajudar a expansão da liberdade e estabilidade? O que deveria fazer? Estão boicotando e isolando a resposta? Você terá resistido por quase metade do século. O Irã está preparado para resistir contra aqueles que podem estar reunidos contra ele. O estilo-máfia ditatorial da Síria parece prosperar sobre os embargos. As sanções contra o Iraque entre 1990 e 2003, a mais draconiana da história, efetivamente ajudou Saddam Hussein a tornar forte sua força com poder absoluto. Então, são as invasões e ocupações a melhor resposta? Claramente não se elas levaram 2 bilhões de dólares por semana de fiasco no Iraque, e provavelmente não é tudo.
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