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TEXTO
'Frog from hell' fossil unearthed 

A 70-million-year-old fossil of a giant frog has been unearthed in Madagascar by a team of UK and US scientists. 

The creature would have been the size of a "squashed beach ball" and weighed about 4kg (9lb), the researchers said. 

They added that the fossil, nicknamed Beelzebufo or "frog from hell", was "strikingly different" from present-day frogs found on the island nation. 

Details of the discovery are reported in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS). 

The team from University College London (UCL) and Stony Brook University, New York, said the frog would have had a body length of about 40cm (16 inches), and was among the largest of its kind to be found. 

"This frog, a relative of today's horned toads, would have been the size of a slightly squashed beach-ball, with short legs and a big mouth," explained co-author Susan Evans, from UCL's Department of Cell and Developmental Biology. 

"If it shared the aggressive temperament and 'sit-and-wait' ambush tactics of [present-day] horned toads, it would have been a formidable predator on small animals. 

"Its diet would most likely have consisted of insects and small vertebrates like lizards, but it's not impossible that Beelzebufo might even have munched on hatchling or juvenile dinosaurs." 

The researchers added that the discovery of the fossil supported the theory that Madagascar and the Indian and South American land masses could have been linked until the Late Cretaceous Period (75-65 million years ago). 

"Our discovery of a frog strikingly different from today's Madagascan frogs, and akin to the horned toads previously considered endemic to South America, lends weight to the controversial model," Professor Evans explained. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/7251666.stm
Published: 2008/02/18 22:29:58 GMT
© BBC MMVIII

TRADUÇÃO LIVRE
'Frog from hell' fossil unearthed

Fóssil de “rã do inferno” desenterrada

A 70-million-year-old fossil of a giant frog has been unearthed in Madagascar by a team of UK and US scientists. 

Um fóssil de 70 milhões de anos de uma rã gigante foi desenterrado em Madagascar por uma equipe de cientistas do Reino Unido e dos EUA.

The creature would have been the size of a "squashed beach ball" and weighed about 4kg (9lb), the researchers said. 

A criatura poderia ter tido o tamanho de uma “bola de praia” e pesava cerca de 4 quilos, disseram os pesquisadores.

They added that the fossil, nicknamed Beelzebufo or "frog from hell", was "strikingly different" from present-day frogs found on the island nation. 

Eles acrescentaram que o fóssil, chamado Beelzebufo ou “rã do inferno”, era “surpreendentemente diferente” para as rãs dos dias atuais da ilha.

Details of the discovery are reported in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS). 

Detalhes da descoberta são relatadas no jornal “Proceedings of the Nacional Academy of Scienses (PNAS)”.

The team from University College London (UCL) and Stony Brook University, New York, said the frog would have had a body length of about 40cm (16 inches), and was among the largest of its kind to be found. 

A equipe da University College London (UCL) e da Stony Brook University, de Nova Iorque, disseram que a rã poderia ter tido um corpo comprido de cerca de 40 centímetros, e que estava entre os maiores tipos encontrados.

"This frog, a relative of today's horned toads, would have been the size of a slightly squashed beach-ball, with short legs and a big mouth," explained co-author Susan Evans, from UCL's Department of Cell and Developmental Biology. 

“Esta rã, um parente dos sapos chifrudos de hoje, poderia ter tido um tamanho de uma pequena bola de praia, com pequenas pernas e uma boca grande”, explicou a co-autora Susan Evans, do Departamento de Células e Desenvolvimento da Biologia da UCL.

"If it shared the aggressive temperament and 'sit-and-wait' ambush tactics of [present-day] horned toads, it would have been a formidable predator on small animals. 

“Se isto tem em comum o temperamento agressivo e das táticas de emboscada de “sentar-e-esperar” dos sapos chifrudos, ela poderia ter sido um formidável predador de pequenos animais.

"Its diet would most likely have consisted of insects and small vertebrates like lizards, but it's not impossible that Beelzebufo might even have munched on hatchling or juvenile dinosaurs." 

“Sua dieta poderia muito provavelmente ter consistido de insetos e pequenos vertebrados como largartos, mas não é impossível que Beelzebufo poderia mastigar ovos e dinossauros juvenis”.

The researchers added that the discovery of the fossil supported the theory that Madagascar and the Indian and South American land masses could have been linked until the Late Cretaceous Period (75-65 million years ago). 

Os pesquisadores acrescentaram que a descoberta do fóssil suporta a teoria que Madagascar e a Índia e a América do Sul concentram terras que poderia ter sido ligadas até o Fim do Período Cretáceo (entre 75 e 65 milhões de anos atrás).

"Our discovery of a frog strikingly different from today's Madagascan frogs, and akin to the horned toads previously considered endemic to South America, lends weight to the controversial model," Professor Evans explained. 

“Nossa descoberta de uma rã surpreendentemente diferente para as rãs de hoje de Madagascar, e parecida com os sapos chifrudos anteriormente considerados endêmicos da América do Sul, fornece peso para o modelo controverso”, explicou a Professora Evans.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/7251666.stm
Published: 2008/02/18 22:29:58 GMT
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