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Fonte: http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/arts/writcent/hypergrammar/nouns.html

What is a Noun?

A noun is a word used to name a person, animal, place, thing, and abstract idea. Nouns are usually the first words which small children learn. The highlighted words in the following sentences are all nouns:

Late last year our neighbours bought a goat.

Portia White was an opera singer.

The bus inspector looked at all the passengers' passes.

According to Plutarch, the library at Alexandria was destroyed in 48 B.C.

Philosophy is of little comfort to the starving.

A noun can function in a sentence as a subject, a direct object, an indirect object, a subject complement, an object complement, an appositive, an adjective or an adverb.

Noun Gender

Many common nouns, like "engineer" or "teacher," can refer to men or women. Once, many English nouns would change form depending on their gender -- for example, a man was called an "author" while a woman was called an "authoress" -- but this use of gender-specific nouns is very rare today. Those that are still used occasionally tend to refer to occupational categories, as in the following sentences.

David Garrick was a very prominent eighteenth-century actor.

Sarah Siddons was at the height of her career as an actress in the 1780s.

The manager was trying to write a want ad, but he couldn't decide whether he was advertising for a "waiter" or a "waitress"
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	What is a Noun?

A noun is a word used to name a person, animal, place, thing, and abstract idea. Nouns are usually the first words which small children learn. The highlighted words in the following sentences are all nouns:


	O que é um Substantivo?

Um substantivo é uma palavra usada para nomear uma pessoa, animal, lugar, coisa ou uma idéia abstrata.

Os substantivos são usualmente as primeiras palavras as quais as crianças aprendem. As palavras realçadas nas sentenças seguintes são todas substantivos.



	Late last year our neighbours bought a goat.

Portia White was an opera singer.

The bus inspector looked at all the passengers' passes.

According to Plutarch, the library at Alexandria was destroyed in 48 B.C.

Philosophy is of little comfort to the starving.


	No final do ano passado nossos vizinhos compraram um bode.

Portia White foi uma cantora de ópera.

O inspetor de ônibus olhou todas as passagens.

De acordo com Plutarch, a biblioteca de Alexandria foi destruída em 58 B.C.

Filosofia é um pequeno conforto para a fome.



	A noun can function in a sentence as a subject, a direct object, an indirect object, a subject complement, an object complement, an appositive, an adjective or an adverb.


	Um substantivo pode funcionar numa sentença como um sujeito, um objeto direito, um objeto indireto, um complemento do sujeito, um complemento do objeto, um aposto, um adjetivo ou um advérbio.
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	Noun Gender

Many common nouns, like "engineer" or "teacher," can refer to men or women. Once, many English nouns would change form depending on their gender -- for example, a man was called an "author" while a woman was called an "authoress" -- but this use of gender-specific nouns is very rare today. Those that are still used occasionally tend to refer to occupational categories, as in the following sentences.


	Gênero do Substantivo
Muitos substantivos comuns, como “engineer1” ou “teacher2”, podem referir-se a homens ou a mulheres. Ao mesmo tempo, muitos substantivos em Inglês mudariam a forma dependendo dos seus gêneros – por exemplo, uma homem é chamado de “author” enquanto que a mulher é chamada “autroress” – mas este uso de substantivo de gênero específico é muito raro hoje em dia. Aqueles que já são usados ocasionalmente tendem a referir-se a categorias ocupacionais, como nas sentenças seguintes.

1Engineer = engenheiro

2Teacher = professor 



	David Garrick was a very prominent eighteenth-century actor.

Sarah Siddons was at the height of her career as an actress in the 1780s.

The manager was trying to write a want ad, but he couldn't decide whether he was advertising for a "waiter" or a "waitress"


	David Garrick foi um proeminente ator do século dezoito.

Sarah Siddons teve o auge da sua carreira como atriz em 1780s.

O dirigente está tentando escrever o que um anúncio publicitário, mas ele não decidiu se ele seria anunciado por um “garçom” ou uma “garçonete”.
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