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The Parts of Speech
Traditional grammar classifies words based on eight parts of speech: the verb, the noun, the pronoun, the adjective, the adverb, the preposition, the conjunction, and the interjection.

Each part of speech explains not what the word is, but how the word is used. In fact, the same word can be a noun in one sentence and a verb or adjective in the next. The next few examples show how a word's part of speech can change from one sentence to the next, and following them is a series of sections on the individual parts of speech, followed by an exercise.

Books are made of ink, paper, and glue.

In this sentence, "books" is a noun, the subject of the sentence.

Deborah waits patiently while Bridget books the tickets.

Here "books" is a verb, and its subject is "Bridget."

We walk down the street.

In this sentence, "walk" is a verb, and its subject is the pronoun "we".

The mail carrier stood on the walk.

In this example, "walk" is a noun, which is part of a prepositional phrase describing where the mail carrier stood.

The town decided to build a new jail.

Here "jail" is a noun, which is the object of the infinitive phrase "to build."

The sheriff told us that if we did not leave town immediately he would jail us.

Here "jail" is part of the compound verb "would jail."

They heard high pitched cries in the middle of the night.

In this sentence, "cries" is a noun acting as the direct object of the verb "heard."

The baby cries all night long and all day long.

But here "cries" is a verb that describes the actions of the subject of the sentence, the baby.

The next few sections explain each of the parts of speech in detail. When you have finished, you might want to test yourself by trying the exercise.

Written by Heather MacFadyen
The Parts of Speech

	Traditional grammar classifies words based on eight parts of speech: the verb, the noun, the pronoun, the adjective, the adverb, the preposition, the conjunction, and the interjection.


	A gramática tradicional classifica as palavras baseadas em oito da língua: o verbo, o substantivo, o pronome, o adjetivo, o advérbio, a preposição, a conjunção e a interjeição.

	Each part of speech explains not what the word is, but how the word is used. In fact, the same word can be a noun in one sentence and a verb or adjective in the next. The next few examples show how a word's part of speech can change from one sentence to the next, and following them is a series of sections on the individual parts of speech, followed by an exercise.


	Cada parte da língua explica não o que a palavra é, mas como a palavra é usada. De fato, a mesma palavra pode ser um substantivo em uma sentença e um verbo ou adjetivo em outra. Os próximos pequenos exemplos mostram como uma palavra parte da língua pode mudar de uma sentença para outra, e seguindo depois está uma série de seções sobre partes individuais da língua, seguida por exercícios.



	Books are made of ink, paper, and glue.

In this sentence, "books" is a noun, the subject of the sentence.


	Livros são feitos de tinta, papel e cola.

Nesta sentença, “books” é um substantivo, o sujeito da sentença.

	Deborah waits patiently while Bridget books the tickets.

Here "books" is a verb, and its subject is "Bridget."


	Deborah espera pacientemente enquanto Bridget registra os bilhetes.

Aqui “books” é um verbo, e seu sujeito é Bridget.

	We walk down the street.

In this sentence, "walk" is a verb, and its subject is the pronoun "we".


	Nós caminhamos avenida abaixo.

Nesta sentença, “walk” é um verbo, e seu sujeito é o pronome “we”.

	The mail carrier stood on the walk.

In this example, "walk" is a noun, which is part of a prepositional phrase describing where the mail carrier stood.


	O carteiro estava sobre a calçada.

Neste exemplo, “walk” é um substanativo, o qual é parte de uma frase preposionada descrevendo onde o carteiro estava.

	The town decided to build a new jail.

Here "jail" is a noun, which is the object of the infinitive phrase "to build."


	A cidade decidiu construer uma nova prisão.

Aqui “jail” é um substantivo, o qual é o objeto de frase infinitiva “build”. (build = construir)



	The sheriff told us that if we did not leave town immediately he would jail us.

Here "jail" is part of the compound verb "would jail."


	O xerife disse para nós que se nós não partíssemos da cidade imediatamente ele nós prenderia.

Aqui “jail” é parte de um verbo composto “would jail”. (would é auxiliar que leva o verbo para o futuro do passado)



	They heard high pitched cries in the middle of the night.

In this sentence, "cries" is a noun acting as the direct object of the verb "heard."


	Eles ouviram altos gritos lançados no meio da noite.

Nesta sentença, “cries” é um pronome atuando como o objeto direto do verbo “heard”. (heard = passado de hear. Hear = ouvir)

	The baby cries all night long and all day long.

But here "cries" is a verb that describes the actions of the subject of the sentence, the baby.


	O bebê gritou toda ao longo de toda a noite a ao longo de todo o dia.

Mas aqui “cries” é um verbo que descreve as ações de um sujeito da sentença, o bebê.

	The next few sections explain each of the parts of speech in detail. Written by Heather MacFadyen

	A próxima seção explicará cada uma das partes da língua em detalhes. 
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