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TEXTO

Costa Rica supports US trade deal 

The President of Costa Rica, Oscar Arias, has said the country has given its backing to a free trade agreement with the United States. 

With most of the votes counted, Mr Arias said the treaty had been narrowly approved in a referendum. 

The treaty gives Costa Rica greater access to the US market. 

Opponents of the deal fear increased competition could ruin the country's successful economy and put the welfare system at risk. 

"The people of Costa Rica have said yes to the free trade agreement, and that for me is a sacred wish," Mr Arias said in a televised address to the nation. 

With 89% of votes counted, 51.7% backed the treaty. 

Five other Central American countries have already ratified the agreement. 

Costa Rica is the only country to hold a referendum on the Central American Free Trade Agreement, which will also cover Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic. 

Correspondents say its adoption by Costa Rica will be welcomed by Washington, which is keen to maintain its influence in Latin America to counter that of socialist leaders in Venezuela and Cuba. 

Development opportunity 
Supporters of the trade pact say it is a unique development opportunity that will benefit Costa Rica since it is a small country with few natural resources. 

But critics object to requirements that Costa Rica open its telecommunications and agricultural sectors to greater competition, and fear it may flood the market with cheap imports. 

Costa Ricans have for many years enjoyed more stability and a higher standard of living and public services than their neighbours in Central America. 

Earlier Mr Arias said a "No" vote would undermine that position. 

"Costa Rica would be saying 'no' to a market of 300 million inhabitants, and that would be a grave error," he said. 

The issue has provoked repeated protests in Costa Rica, including a two-day strike by public workers last year. 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/business/7033114.stm
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TRADUÇÃO LIVRE

Costa Rica supports US trade deal 

The President of Costa Rica, Oscar Arias, has said the country has given its backing to a free trade agreement with the United States. 

O presidente da Costa Rica, Oscar Arias, disse que o país está dando seu apoio para o acordo de livre comércio com os Estados Unidos.

With most of the votes counted, Mr Arias said the treaty had been narrowly approved in a referendum. 

Com a maioria dos votos contados, o Senhor Arias disse que o tratado sido apertadamente aprovado no referendo.

The treaty gives Costa Rica greater access to the US market. 

O tratado dá a Costa Rica grande acesso para o mercado americano.

Opponents of the deal fear increased competition could ruin the country's successful economy and put the welfare system at risk. 

Os oponentes do acordo temem o aumento da competição poderia arruinar a economia bem sucedida do país e colocar o bem-estar do sistema em risco.

"The people of Costa Rica have said yes to the free trade agreement, and that for me is a sacred wish," Mr Arias said in a televised address to the nation. 

“As pessoas da Costa Rica tem dito sim para o acordo de livre comércio, e que para mim é um desejo sagrado”, disse o Senhor Arias em comunicado televisionado endereçado para a nação.

With 89% of votes counted, 51.7% backed the treaty. 

Com 89% dos votos contados, 51% apóiam o tratado.

Five other Central American countries have already ratified the agreement. 

Cinco outros países centro americanos já ratificaram o acordo.

Costa Rica is the only country to hold a referendum on the Central American Free Trade 

Agreement, which will also cover Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic. 

A Costa Rica é o único país a encerrar o referendo sobre o Acordo de Livre Comércio da América Central, o qual também cobre a Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicarágua e a República Dominicana.
Correspondents say its adoption by Costa Rica will be welcomed by Washington, which is keen to maintain its influence in Latin America to counter that of socialist leaders in Venezuela and Cuba. 

Os correspondentes dizem que sua adoção pela Costa Rica será bem-vinda por Washington, o qual está severamente mantendo sua influência na América Latina para se opor aos  líderes socialistas na Venezuela e Cuba.

Development opportunity 
Supporters of the trade pact say it is a unique development opportunity that will benefit Costa Rica since it is a small country with few natural resources. 

Os que apóiam o tratado dizem que ele é uma oportunidade única de desenvolvimento que beneficia a Costa Rica desde que a Costa Rica é um país pequeno com poucos recursos naturais.

But critics object to requirements that Costa Rica open its telecommunications and agricultural sectors to greater competition, and fear it may flood the market with cheap imports. 

Mas críticos alegam para as exigências para que a Costa Rica abre suas telecomunicações e setores de agricultura para grande competição, e temem que isto possa inundar o mercado com importados mais baratos.

Costa Ricans have for many years enjoyed more stability and a higher standard of living and public services than their neighbours in Central America. 

Os costariquenhos têm por muitos anos gozado de maior estabilidade e um alto padrão de vida e de serviços públicos melhor que seus vizinhos da América Central.

Earlier Mr Arias said a "No" vote would undermine that position. 

Antes o Senhor Arias disse que um voto “Não” poderia minar aquela posição.

"Costa Rica would be saying 'no' to a market of 300 million inhabitants, and that would be a grave error," he said. 

“A Costa Rica estaria dizendo “não” para um mercado de 300 milhões de habitantes, e que poderia ser um grave erro”, ele disse.

The issue has provoked repeated protests in Costa Rica, including a two-day strike by public workers last year. 

A questão tem provocado repetidos protestos na Costa Rica, incluindo dois dias de paralisação de servidores públicos no ano passado.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/business/7033114.stm
Published: 2007/10/08 05:02:33 GMT
© BBC MMVII
Página 2

