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Romario, Brazil's legendary striker, is two goals short of reaching a milestone: his 1,000th goal. 
At the age of 41, he is the main striker of his team, Vasco da Gama, one of Brazil's leading squads. 

This year alone, he has scored three hat-tricks. 

If he does not score his 1,000th on Wednesday, his fans will look forward to Sunday, when Vasco confronts its most bitter rival, Flamengo, at Brazil's holy football ground, the Maracana Stadium. 

So far, Romario has been outscored in world football only by Pele. 

The legendary player hit the net 1,282 times - the only one to have scored more than 1,000 times. 

And now the player known by his many fans as Shorty is likely to follow suit. 

But is he really? 

Own goal count 
The goal count was done mainly by Romario himself and in order to speed up the process, he recently took part in a series of friendly matches and played short seasons for squads in the US and in Australia that would make Accrington Stanley look like Manchester United. 

In Brazil, the local press acknowledges that Romario is nearly there, but says that the numbers are somewhat debatable. 

Placar, one of Brazil's leading football magazines, claims Romario's personal stats credit him with 100 goals more than he has really scored. 

"Currently, there are several parallel counts going on in Brazil," says Joao Carlos Assumpção of SportTV, a Brazilian sports channel. 

"Some say Romario has seven goals fewer than he claims and others think he should not include the ones he scored during his youth league days, before becoming a professional. 

"Critics say that the perfect day for goal 1,000 would be on April Fools Day," he says. 

But many of Brazil's football pundits and fans have chosen not to dig deep in the controversy, for they believe Romario has more than earned the goals he claims. 
	Romario is absurdly gifted 
Tostao 


Among them is Tostao, currently one of Brazil's leading football writers and a former legend of the 1970 Brazilian squad. 

Tostao claims that whether he is about to reach 1,000 or a bit less is irrelevant. 

"Some goals are being disputed because they were not scored in official games. 

"But it's Romario's figures and he should be respected. Whether he scored 900, 950 or 1000, that does not diminish the genius of Romario, one of the greatest players of all time." 

According to Tostao, "he is not only a fabulous striker, but a player who foresees the moves of his opponents in a few seconds. It's a knowledge that goes beyond logic. Romario is absurdly gifted". 

Fifa backing 
Amongst those who criticised Romario's "everything counts" strategy was Pele. 

But Shorty, who has never displayed the reverence that others in Brazil show the mythic player, claims that Pele had no reservations about counting his own goals in unofficial contests. 
	A great deal of football history is based on myth and cannot rely solemnly on facts and figures 
Jose Geraldo Couto 


Last weekend, Romario's stats received an official endorsement by no less than Fifa itself. 

Football's governing body said that the striker's goals scored, say, during a festive game played against The Friends of Luisinho are as legitimate as the ones Pele scored for Brazil's National Army team. 

Jose Geraldo Couto, who writes a weekly football column in Brazil's leading newspaper, Folha de Sao Paulo, says that Romario arouses a "love-him-or-leave-him feeling". 

"Many criticise him for his lifestyle off the pitch and believe he sets a bad example," the writer says. 

Romario had been notorious for his lush life, of being fond of pretty girls and loving the nightlife. 

Change of image 
But his public image has changed a great deal recently, especially since he became the father of a girl with Down's Syndrome. 

His public displays of tenderness for his child and his engagement in the cause has led parents of children with special needs to admire him. 

The tears that Romario shed in his last appearance with Brazil's national squad also made Brazilians realise that he was not only a bon vivant, but a devoted athlete. 

Many also look back into 1994. That year, thanks mainly to Romario, Brazil won a World Cup after a 24-year gap. 

Jose Geraldo Couto, who is also a leading film critic, says that the controversy surrounding Romario's 1000 goals is a bit like the famous quote from the western The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance: "When the legend becomes fact, print the legend." 

"A great deal of football history is based on myth and cannot rely solemnly on facts and figures," the critic says. 

"The exact number is less relevant than the fact that Romario always dreamed of scoring 1,000 goals". 

TEXTO

Controversy on the road to 1,000 
Controvérsia sobre o gol 1000
Romario, Brazil's legendary striker, is two goals short of reaching a milestone: his 1,000th goal. 
Romário, um lendário goleador brasileiro, está a dois gols de distância de um marco: seu gol de número 1000.
At the age of 41, he is the main striker of his team, Vasco da Gama, one of Brazil's leading squads. 

Com 41 anos, ele é o principal goleador de seu time, Vasco da Gama, um dos principais do Brasil.
This year alone, he has scored three hat-tricks. 

Somente este ano, ele marcou três gols em três partidas diferentes.
If he does not score his 1,000th on Wednesday, his fans will look forward to Sunday, when Vasco confronts its most bitter rival, Flamengo, at Brazil's holy football ground, the Maracana Stadium. 
Se ele não marcar seu gol 1000 na quarta-feira, seus fãs olharam para o domingo, quando o Vasco enfrenta seu maior rival, o Flamengo, no maior santuário do futebol no Brasil, o Estádio do Maracanã.
So far, Romario has been outscored in world football only by Pele. 
Então, Romário terá sido ultrapassado no mundo do futebol somente por Pelé.
The legendary player hit the net 1,282 times - the only one to have scored more than 1,000 times. 

O lendário jogador marcou 1282 vezes – o único que marcou mais do que 1000 vezes.
And now the player known by his many fans as Shorty is likely to follow suit. 

But is he really? 

E agora o jogador conhecido pelos seus fãs como “Baixinho” provavelmente conseguirá.
Mas ele é verdadeiro?
Own goal count 
The goal count was done mainly by Romario himself and in order to speed up the process, he recently took part in a series of friendly matches and played short seasons for squads in the US and in Australia that would make Accrington Stanley look like Manchester United. 
A contagem dos gols foi feita principalmente pelo próprio Romário para apressar o processo, ele recentemente tomou parte em uma série de jogos amistosos e jogou pequenas temporadas por times nos EUA e na Austrália o que faria algo parecido Accrington Stanley do Manchester United.
In Brazil, the local press acknowledges that Romario is nearly there, but says that the numbers are somewhat debatable. 
No brasil, a imprensa local admitiu que Romário está quase lá, mas dizem que os números são um pouco contestáveis.
Placar, one of Brazil's leading football magazines, claims Romario's personal stats credit him with 100 goals more than he has really scored. 
Placar, uma das mais famosas revistas de futebol do Brasil, mostra que a declaração pessoal de Romário credita para ele 100 gols a mais do que ele realmente marcou.
"Currently, there are several parallel counts going on in Brazil," says Joao Carlos Assumpção of SportTV, a Brazilian sports channel. 
“Geralmente, existem muitas contas paralelas no Brasil”, diz João Carlos Assumpção do SporTV, um canal de esportes brasileiro.
"Some say Romario has seven goals fewer than he claims and others think he should not include the ones he scored during his youth league days, before becoming a professional. 

“Alguns dizem que Romário tem sete gols a menos do que ele reivindica e outros pensam que ele não incluiu alguns que ele marcou durante seus dias de juvenil, antes de tornar-se profissional”.
"Critics say that the perfect day for goal 1,000 would be on April Fools Day," he says. 
“Críticos dizem que o dia perfeito para o gol 1000 seria no dia Primeiro de Abril”, eles dizem.

But many of Brazil's football pundits and fans have chosen not to dig deep in the controversy, for they believe Romario has more than earned the goals he claims. 
Mas, muitas autoridades do futebol brasileiro e fãs têm preferido não cair em controvérsia, para eles acreditar que Romário tem mais do ganhar com os gols eles clamam.
	Romario is absurdly gifted 
Tostao 
Romário é absurdamente presenteado.


Among them is Tostao, currently one of Brazil's leading football writers and a former legend of the 1970 Brazilian squad. 

Entre eles é Tostão, atualmente um dos maiores escritores sobre futebol no Brasil e uma antiga lenda do time brasileiro de 1970.
Tostao claims that whether he is about to reach 1,000 or a bit less is irrelevant. 

Tostão afirma que se ele é quase do gol 1000 ou um pouco menos é irrelevante.
"Some goals are being disputed because they were not scored in official games. 

“Alguns gols estão sendo disputados porque eles não foram marcados em jogos oficiais”.
"But it's Romario's figures and he should be respected. Whether he scored 900, 950 or 1000, that does not diminish the genius of Romario, one of the greatest players of all time." 
“Mas Romário é importante e deveria ser respeitado. Se ele marcou 900, 950 ou 1000, isto não diminui o gênio Romário, um dos maiores jogadores de todos os tempos”.
According to Tostao, "he is not only a fabulous striker, but a player who foresees the moves of his opponents in a few seconds. It's a knowledge that goes beyond logic. Romario is absurdly gifted". 

De acordo com Tostão, “ele não somente é um jogador fabuloso, mas um jogador que previa o movimento de seus oponentes em poucos segundos. Isto é um conhecimento que vai além da lógica. Romário é absurdamente presenteado”.
Fifa backing 
Amongst those who criticised Romario's "everything counts" strategy was Pele. 

Entre aqueles que criticam as contas de Romário está Pelé.
But Shorty, who has never displayed the reverence that others in Brazil show the mythic player, claims that Pele had no reservations about counting his own goals in unofficial contests. 
Mas o Baixinho, que nunca reverenciou o que os outros no Brasil vêem como um jogador místico, mostra que Pelé não tem reservas sobre as contas de seus próprios gols em jogos não oficiais.
	A great deal of football history is based on myth and cannot rely solemnly on facts and figures 
Jose Geraldo Couto 
Uma grande parte a história do futebol é baseado sobre o mito e não pode confiar somente sobre fatos e imagens.


Last weekend, Romario's stats received an official endorsement by no less than Fifa itself. 

No ultimo final de semana, a declaração de Romário recebeu um endossamento oficial não menos do que da própria Fifa.
Football's governing body said that the striker's goals scored, say, during a festive game played against The Friends of Luisinho are as legitimate as the ones Pele scored for Brazil's National Army team. 
A entidade diretora do futebol disse que os gols marcados pelo jogador, diz, durante um jogo festivo contra Os Amigos de Luisinho são legítimos como um de Pelé marcado pelo time das Forças Armadas do Brasil.
Jose Geraldo Couto, who writes a weekly football column in Brazil's leading newspaper, Folha de Sao Paulo, says that Romario arouses a "love-him-or-leave-him feeling". 
José Geraldo Couto, que escreve semanalmente uma coluna sobre futebol em um dos maiores jornais do Brasil, Folha de São Paulo, diz que Romário desperta um “sentimento de ame-o ou deixe-o”.
"Many criticise him for his lifestyle off the pitch and believe he sets a bad example," the writer says. 
“Muitos o criticam por causa de seu estilo de vida e acreditam que ele traz um mau exemplo”, dizem os escritores.
Romario had been notorious for his lush life, of being fond of pretty girls and loving the nightlife. 
Romário tem sido notório pela sua vida luxuriosa, de estar procurando mulheres bonitas e amor na vida noturna.
Change of image 
But his public image has changed a great deal recently, especially since he became the father of a girl with Down's Syndrome. 
Mas sua imagem pública tem mudado muito recentemente, especialmente desde que se tornou pai de uma menina com Síndrome de Down.
His public displays of tenderness for his child and his engagement in the cause has led parents of children with special needs to admire him. 

Sua imagem pública de ternura com sua criança e seu engajamento na causa tem levado pais de crianças com necessidades especiais a admirá-lo.
The tears that Romario shed in his last appearance with Brazil's national squad also made Brazilians realise that he was not only a bon vivant, but a devoted athlete. 
As lágrimas que Romário derramou em sua última aparição com o time nacional do Brasil também fizeram os brasileiros ver que ele não somente um boa vida, mas um atleta devotado.
Many also look back into 1994. That year, thanks mainly to Romario, Brazil won a World Cup after a 24-year gap. 
Muitos também olham para trás em 1994. Aquele ano, graças principalmente a Romário, o Brasil ganhou a Copa do Mundo após 14 anos.
Jose Geraldo Couto, who is also a leading film critic, says that the controversy surrounding Romario's 1000 goals is a bit like the famous quote from the western The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance: "When the legend becomes fact, print the legend." 
José Geraldo Couto, que é também um crítico de cinema, diz que a controvérsia sobre os 1000 gols de Romário é um pouco parecida com o famoso “western O Homem que matou Liberty Valance: “aundo a lenda torna-se fato, imprima a lenda.”
"A great deal of football history is based on myth and cannot rely solemnly on facts and figures," the critic says. 

“Uma grande parte a história do futebol é baseado sobre o mito e não pode confiar somente sobre fatos e imagens”, diz o crítico.

"The exact number is less relevant than the fact that Romario always dreamed of scoring 1,000 goals". 

“O número exato é menos relevante do que o fato que Romário sempre sonhou em marcar 1000 gols”.
Pág. 1

