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Bush intervenes in army scandal 

President Bush has intervened in a scandal over the way wounded American soldiers were treated after they returned home from Iraq or Afghanistan. 
In a radio address on Saturday, Mr Bush will say he is deeply troubled by the treatment of some military veterans in a Washington medical centre. 

He is forming a cross-party commission to oversee how they have been handled. 

Army Secretary Francis Harvey and the medical centre's commander resigned over the allegations. 

The move follows critical reports in the US media about the care of troops wounded in Afghanistan and Iraq at Washington's Walter Reed hospital. 

The Washington Post said last week that some of the soldiers lived in buildings infested with rodents and cockroaches. 

'Deserve the best care' 
In his radio address, already released on the White House website, Mr Bush will say the treatment of some wounded veterans is unacceptable. 

"These servicemen and women deserve the thanks of our country, and they deserve the best care our nation can provide," he will say, according to the text. 

"That is why I was deeply troubled by recent reports of substandard conditions at Walter Reed Army Medical Center." 

He will add that most staff at the centre care deeply about the troops and work day and night to help them, but some veterans have experienced problems with bureaucracy and living conditions. 

"This is unacceptable to me, it is unacceptable to our country, and it's not going to continue," he will say. 

The Washington Post newspaper claimed in a series of articles that conditions at Walter Reed, the most famous veterans' hospital in the US, were poor. 

Outpatients lived in rat-infested rooms and bureaucracy got in the way of those trying to provide help to often badly injured soldiers, the articles reported. 

The BBC's Justin Webb in Washington says that America's wounded veterans are regarded by most people in the country as truly heroic, so the fall-out has been considerable. 

Defence Secretary Robert Gates, who announced the resignation, said that he was "concerned that some do not properly understand the need to communicate to the wounded and their families that we have no higher priority than their care". 

"Our wounded soldiers and their families have sacrificed much and they deserve the best we can offer," he added. 

For many Americans it is a shock to discover that the men and women they care so deeply about have been so badly let down, our correspondent says. 

Mr Harvey's resignation came a day after the head of Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Maj Gen George Weightman, was fired. 

Mr Gates was said to be angry at the way the army had handled the original allegations. 

TRADUÇÃO LIVRE
Bush intervenes in army scandal 

Bush intervém em escândalo do Exército

President Bush has intervened in a scandal over the way wounded American soldiers were treated after they returned home from Iraq or Afghanistan. 
O Presidente Bush interveio no escândalo sobre a maneira com que os soldados americanos feridos foram tratados após seu retorno para casa do Iraque e Afeganistão.

In a radio address on Saturday, Mr Bush will say he is deeply troubled by the treatment of some military veterans in a Washington medical centre. 

Em um pronunciamento de rádio no Sábado, Bush dirá que ele está profundamente preocupado pelo tratamento de alguns militares veteranos no centro medido em Washington.

He is forming a cross-party commission to oversee how they have been handled. 

Ele está formando uma comissão de vários partidos para vigiar como eles estão sendo controlados.

Army Secretary Francis Harvey and the medical centre's commander resigned over the allegations. 

Francis Harvey, Secretário do Exercício, e o comandante do centro médico demitiram-se após as alegações.

The move follows critical reports in the US media about the care of troops wounded in Afghanistan and Iraq at Washington's Walter Reed hospital. 

O movimento seguiu reportagens críticas da imprensa americana sobre os cuidado das tropas feridas no Afeganistão e no Iraque no hospital Walter Reed em Washington.

The Washington Post said last week that some of the soldiers lived in buildings infested with rodents and cockroaches. 

O jornal Washington Post disse na última semana que alguns dos soldados viviam em construções infestados com ratos e baratas.

'Deserve the best care' 

“Merecem melhor cuidado”
In his radio address, already released on the White House website, Mr Bush will say the treatment of some wounded veterans is unacceptable. 

Em seu pronunciamento de rádio, já distribuído na página da Casa Branca, Bush dirá que o tratamento de alguns veteranos feridos é inaceitável.

"These servicemen and women deserve the thanks of our country, and they deserve the best care our nation can provide," he will say, according to the text. 

“Esses homens e mulheres merecem os agradecimentos de nosso país, e eles merecem o melhor cuidado que nossa nação pode providenciar,” ele dirá, de acordo com o texto.

"That is why I was deeply troubled by recent reports of substandard conditions at Walter Reed Army Medical Center." 

“Isto é porque eu estou profundamente preocupado com as recentes reportagens das condições abaixo do padrão no Centro Médico do Exército Walter Reed.”

He will add that most staff at the centre care deeply about the troops and work day and night to help them, but some veterans have experienced problems with bureaucracy and living conditions. 

Ele acrescentará que muitos servidores de centro cuidam das tropas e trabalham dia e noite para ajudá-los, mas alguns veteranos têm experimentado problemas com a burocracia e condições de vida.

"This is unacceptable to me, it is unacceptable to our country, and it's not going to continue," he will say. 

“Isto é inaceitável para mim, isto é inaceitável para nosso país, e isto não vai continuar,” ele dirá.

The Washington Post newspaper claimed in a series of articles that conditions at Walter Reed, the most famous veterans' hospital in the US, were poor. 

O jornal Washington Post afirmou em uma série de artigos que as condições do Walter Reed, o mais famoso hospital de veteranos dos EUA, estão medíocres.

Outpatients lived in rat-infested rooms and bureaucracy got in the way of those trying to provide help to often badly injured soldiers, the articles reported. 

Pacientes de ambulatórios vivem em salas infestadas de ratos e a burocracia pelo caminho daqueles que tem providenciar ajuda freqüentemente maltrata os soldados feridos, dizem os artigos.

The BBC's Justin Webb in Washington says that America's wounded veterans are regarded by most people in the country as truly heroic, so the fall-out has been considerable. 

Justin Webb da BBC em Washington disse que os veteranos feridos da América são considerados pela maioria das pessoas do país como verdadeiros heróis, assim bem ou mal têm sido considerados.

Defence Secretary Robert Gates, who announced the resignation, said that he was "concerned that some do not properly understand the need to communicate to the wounded and their families that we have no higher priority than their care". 

Robert Gates, Secretário de Defesa, quem anunciou a despedida, disse que ele estava “preocupado com algumas das não propriamente entendidas necessidades para comunicar aos feridos e seus familiares de que nós não temos outras prioridades a não ser cuidar deles.”

"Our wounded soldiers and their families have sacrificed much and they deserve the best we can offer," he added. 

Nossos soldados feridos e seus familiares sacrificaram muito e merecem o melhor que podemos oferecer,” ele acrescentou.

For many Americans it is a shock to discover that the men and women they care so deeply about have been so badly let down, our correspondent says. 

Para muitos americanos foi a um choque descobrir que homens e mulheres que eles cuidam tão profundamente têm sido tão humilhados, dizem nossos correspondentes.

Mr Harvey's resignation came a day after the head of Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Maj Gen George Weightman, was fired. 

A demissão do Senhor Harvey veio um dia após o chefe do Centro Médico do Exército Walter Reed, o Major General George Weightman, ter sido destituído.

Mr Gates was said to be angry at the way the army had handled the original allegations. 

O Senhor Gates disse que estava bravo com o rumo do Exército tinha dirigido as alegações originais.
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