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Peru's Amazon oil deals denounced 

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/americas/6326741.stm
Published: 2007/02/03 04:29:25 GMT
© BBC MMVII

Environmental and human rights group in Peru have denounced the government's campaign to auction off large swathes of the Amazon to oil and gas companies. 
They say the amount of Peruvian Amazon territory open to exploration has risen from 13% to 70% in two years. 

They say this is putting at risk the biodiversity of the Amazon and the lives of indigenous people. 

Peruvian President Alan Garcia has said the plans are part of his investment programme to tackle widespread poverty. 

'Investment shock' 

At a time when scientists have emphasised the importance of the Amazon as the vanguard against catastrophic climate change, the government of Peru is selling off its tropical forest to oil companies at an exponential rate. 

Environmental and human rights groups in Peru say this will devastate large tracts of pristine rainforest and the native communities that live there. 

This month, the state-run agency Peru Petro, is hoping to attract US oil companies to buy 11 drilling concessions in the jungle, covering an area the size of the US state of Maine. 

Only one of these sites does not intrude on indigenous lands or protected areas. 

Human rights groups say Peru Petro has flouted international benchmarks relating to the consent of indigenous communities, some of whom are isolated tribes who have never had contact with the outside world. 

In the 1990s, an initial meeting with an isolated group resulted in the death of around half the population who were exposed to illnesses to which they had no natural defence. 

In total, an area the size of California is already signed over or up for auction to oil companies. 

President Garcia has called his policy investment shock in a country where more than half the population still live below the poverty line. 

But critics say if that investment means the destruction of Peru's Amazon it will only bring more misery for future generations. 
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Environmental and human rights group in Peru have denounced the government's campaign to auction off large swathes of the Amazon to oil and gas companies. 
They say the amount of Peruvian Amazon territory open to exploration has risen from 13% to 70% in two years. 

They say this is putting at risk the biodiversity of the Amazon and the lives of indigenous people. 

Peruvian President Alan Garcia has said the plans are part of his investment programme to tackle widespread poverty. 

Grupos de direitos humanos e meio ambiente no Peru têm denunciado campanhas do governo para vendas de grandes faixas da Amazônia para companhias de óleo e gás.

Eles dizem que a quantia da Amazônia Peruana aberta para exploração aumentou de 13% para 17% em dois anos.

Eles dizem que isto está colocando em risco a biodiversidade da Amazônia e a vida de povos indígenas.

O presidente peruano Alan Garcia disse que os planos são parte de seu programa de investimento para tentar resolver a pobreza.

'Investment shock' 

At a time when scientists have emphasised the importance of the Amazon as the vanguard against catastrophic climate change, the government of Peru is selling off its tropical forest to oil companies at an exponential rate. 

Environmental and human rights groups in Peru say this will devastate large tracts of pristine rainforest and the native communities that live there. 

Ao mesmo tempo quando cientistas têm enfatizado a importância da Amazônia como uma vanguarda contra mudança catastrófica do clima, o governo do peru está vendendo sua floresta tropical para companhias de óleo em grande quantidade.

Grupos de direitos humanos e meio ambiente no Peru dizem que isto devastará grandes áreas da floresta primitiva e as comunidades nativas que vivem lá.

This month, the state-run agency Peru Petro, is hoping to attract US oil companies to buy 11 drilling concessions in the jungle, covering an area the size of the US state of Maine. 

Only one of these sites does not intrude on indigenous lands or protected areas. 

Human rights groups say Peru Petro has flouted international benchmarks relating to the consent of indigenous communities, some of whom are isolated tribes who have never had contact with the outside world. 

Este mês, a agência Peru Petro, está esperando  atrair companhias de óleo americanas para comprar 11 concessões de perfuração na floresta, cobrindo uma área do tamanho do estado americano de Maine.

Somente um desses lugares não inclui terras indígenas ou áreas protegidas.

Grupos de direitos humanos dizem que a Peru Petro tem zombado das marcas internacionais para o consenso das comunidades indígenas, algumas das quais são tribos isoladas que nunca tiveram contato com o mundo exterior.

In the 1990s, an initial meeting with an isolated group resulted in the death of around half the population who were exposed to illnesses to which they had no natural defence. 

In total, an area the size of California is already signed over or up for auction to oil companies. 

President Garcia has called his policy investment shock in a country where more than half the population still live below the poverty line. 

But critics say if that investment means the destruction of Peru's Amazon it will only bring more misery for future generations. 

Em 1990, numa reunião inicial com um grupo isolado resultou na morte de certa da metade da população a qual foi exposta a doenças da quais eles não tinham defesa natural.

No total, uma área do tamanho da Califórnia já foi vendida para companhias de óleo.

O Presidente Garcia chamou sua política de investimento de choque em um país onde mais da metade da população vive abaixo da linha da pobreza.

Mas críticos dizem que se os investimentos destruírem a Amazônia do Peru isto somente trará mais miséria para as gerações futuras.
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