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China in key deal with Asean on services 

By Roel Landingin and John Burton in Cebu 

Published: January 14 2007 19:07 | Last updated: January 14 2007 19:07

China on Sunday signed an agreement with the Association of South-east Asian Nations that promises to open up key service sectors as the two partners move towards creating what could be the world’s biggest free-trade zone.

The accord, which comes into effect in July, was signed during a meeting between Chinese premier Wen Jiabao and 10 Asean leaders attending the regional group’s annual summit in the central Philippine city of Cebu. Some18 months ago, China and Asean agreed a deal freeing up trade in goods that lowered tariffs on more than 7,000 products.

The deal is seen as a vital step towards the establishment by 2015 of a China-Asean free trade area. Such a zone would bring together China’s 1.2bn people and south-east Asia’s 500m citizens into a single market. It also highlights the growing ties between China and south-east Asia as well as Beijing’s increasing influence as a regional power. 

South-east Asian companies should get greater access to rapidly growing Chinese sectors – such as banking, information technology, real estate, health, engineering, education, transport and construction – thanks to the new agreement. 

It may also help cut Asean members’ huge trade deficits with China, allaying fears that expanding economic ties with Beijing is disadvantageous for smaller economies. 

- - - TRADUÇÃO LIVRE - - -
China in key deal with Asean on services 

China em acordo chave com Asean sobre serviços

China on Sunday signed an agreement with the Association of South-east Asian Nations that promises to open up key service sectors as the two partners move towards creating what could be the world’s biggest free-trade zone.

The accord, which comes into effect in July, was signed during a meeting between Chinese premier Wen Jiabao and 10 Asean leaders attending the regional group’s annual summit in the central Philippine city of Cebu. Some 18 months ago, China and Asean agreed a deal freeing up trade in goods that lowered tariffs on more than 7,000 products.

A China assinou no domingo um acordo com a Association of South-east Asian Nations que promete abrir um setor de serviço chave para as duas partes criando o que poderia ser a maior zona de livre comércio do mundo.
O acordo, o qual entre em vigor em julho, foi assinado durante uma reunião entre o primier Chinês Wen Jiabao e 10 líderes da Asena acontecido na reunião regional de cúpula anual nas Filipinas, cidade de Cebu. Há 18 meses atrás, China e Asean concordaram num acordo liberando o comércio de bens que baixaria tarifas sobre mais de 7.000 produtos.

The deal is seen as a vital step towards the establishment by 2015 of a China-Asean free trade area. Such a zone would bring together China’s 1.2bn people and south-east Asia’s 500m citizens into a single market. It also highlights the growing ties between China and south-east Asia as well as Beijing’s increasing influence as a regional power. 

South-east Asian companies should get greater access to rapidly growing Chinese sectors – such as banking, information technology, real estate, health, engineering, education, transport and construction – thanks to the new agreement. 

O acordo é visto como um passo vital para o estabelecimento em 2015 da área de livre comércio - China-Asean. A zona poderia trazer junto 1,2 bilhões de chineses e 500 milhões de cidadãos do sudeste da Ásia dentro de um único mercado. Isto também mostra o crescimento entre a China e o sudoeste da Ásia bem como um aumento da influência de Beijing sobre o poder regional.
As companhias do sudoeste da Ásia deverão ter grande acesso para rapidamente crescer em setores chineses – como bancos, tecnologia da informação, setor imobiliário, saúde, engenhara, educação, transporte e construção – graças ao novo acordo.

It may also help cut Asean members’ huge trade deficits with China, allaying fears that expanding economic ties with Beijing is disadvantageous for smaller economies. 

Isto também pode ajudar os membros da Asean a cortar os grandes déficits de negócios com a China, acalmando medos de que expandir os laços econômicos com Beijing é desvantajoso para as pequenas economias.
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