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Security flaw found in Microsoft’s Vista
Published: December 26 2006 17:42 | Last updated: December 26 2006 17:42

Microsoft’s security experts had an uneasy Christmas after a security flaw was discovered in Windows Vista, the software company’s new operating system - the first since its official release four weeks ago. 

The flaw is a symbolic blow to Microsoft, which has spent five and a half years developing Vista. The software, which was launched two years later than originally planned, is the biggest upgrade to the operating system since the release of Windows 95 and Microsoft focused heavily on improving security. 

The company on Friday confirmed the vulnerabilities, which were first reported by independent third parties, but pointed out that no malicious programmes taking advantage of the flaws had yet appeared. 

The flaw allows a user with standard system privileges to gain wider access to system tools and settings without the approval of a network administrator. This potentially disables a key security feature of Vista but attackers would first need to gain access to a computer through some other means before exploiting the vulnerability. A vulnerability in the new web browser Internet Explorer 7 was reported at the same time. 
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Falha de segurança encontrada no Microsoft Vista

Microsoft’s security experts had an uneasy Christmas after a security flaw was discovered in Windows Vista, the software company’s new operating system - the first since its official release four weeks ago. 

The flaw is a symbolic blow to Microsoft, which has spent five and a half years developing Vista. The software, which was launched two years later than originally planned, is the biggest upgrade to the operating system since the release of Windows 95 and Microsoft focused heavily on improving security. 

Especialistas de segurança da Microsoft tiveram um Natal não muito fácil após uma falha de segurança ter sido descoberta no Windows Vista, o novo sistema operacional da companhia, o primeiro desde sua distribuição oficial quatro anos atrás.

A falha é um golpe simbólico para a Microsoft, a qual gastou cinco anos e meio desenvolvendo o Vista.

O software, o qual foi lançado dois anos após do que o originalmente planejado, é a maior atualização do sistema operacional desde a distribuição do Windows 95 e a Microsoft focaliza fortemente a melhoria de segurança.

The company on Friday confirmed the vulnerabilities, which were first reported by independent third parties, but pointed out that no malicious programmes taking advantage of the flaws had yet appeared. 

The flaw allows a user with standard system privileges to gain wider access to system tools and settings without the approval of a network administrator. This potentially disables a key security feature of Vista but attackers would first need to gain access to a computer through some other means before exploiting the vulnerability. A vulnerability in the new web browser Internet Explorer 7 was reported at the same time. 

A companhia na quinta-feira confirmou as vulnerabilidades, a quais foram primeiro reportadas por três partes independentes, mais apontaram que programas não maliciosos levam vantagem do que as falhas já conhecidas.

A falha permite a um usuário com privilégios padrões do sistema ganhar acesso amplo para as ferramentas do sistema e ajustes sem a aprovação do administrador da rede. Este potencialmente desabilita uma chave do recurso de segurança  do Vista, mas aos taques necessitariam primeiro ter acesso para o computador através de alguma outra maneira antes de explorar as vulnerabilidades. Uma vulnerabilidade no novo navegador Internet Explorer 7 foi reportada no mesmo tempo.

Pág. 1

